
THIS  IS  MY FATHER'S  WORLD

When Jesus talked with His disciples, He often told them that God was His Father and also their Father.
Dr.  Maltbie Babcock had this same feel ing about God and often expressed i t ,  not only in sermons ( for he
was a minister), but also in poetry. Dr. Babcock loved God's outdoors - he often said he was "going out
to see my Father 's world."  l t  was a natural  th ing then, for him to wri te a poem in which he said,  "This is
my Father 's world."  The three stanzas of our hymn are taken from a much longer poem cal led "Thoughts
For Everyday Liv ing."

How many of the beaut i fu l  obiects of  nature ment ioned in the hymn can you
count?_. Have you ever heard or seen some of the things about which
Dr.  Babcock wrote?_. l f  we l isten, i t  is  possible to hear many sounds when we
are out in the country,  in the woods, by a lake, that we cannot hear in the hustre
and bust le of  the ci ty.

Have you ever l istened to the rust l ing of  the leaves in the woods when the wind
blows?_, when someone walks through them? Have you l istened care-
ful ly to the "carol ing of  the birds?"_ .

Many hundreds of years ago people thought that the var ious planets and stars sent out sounds, each one
having a di f ferent pi tch. l t  was from this ancient bel ief  that Dr.  Babcock found the phrase "and ' round
me r ings the music of  the spheres."  The spheres are his reference to the round planets out in space, for
a sphere is a round bal l .  Can you imagine wonderful  music being sent out f rom al l  the planets and bodies
away out there in space? Wouldn' t  i t  be a terr i f ical ly great musical  sound?

The tune cal led "Terra Beata" is thought to be taken from an old Engl ish melody that Mr.  Frankl in
Sheppard's mother had sung to him when he was a little boy. There is an old English tune called Rusper
that is very simi lar and has phrases or parts of  the melody exact ly l ike the tune we sing to the words of"This is My Father's World." The words "Terra Beata" means hoppy or blessed earth in Latin.

Frankl in Sheppard was a business man but was also a good musician and deeply interested in his church
l i fe.  He was one of the persons who helped edi t  and publ ish one of the Presbyter ian Hymnars many years
ago. He also served as organist  in the church in which he was conf i rmed as a boy. Al l  through his l i fe he
was deeply interested in the musical  l i fe of  his church and denominat ion.

Several  Bible references help to show Dr.  Babcock's thinking and deep interpretat ion of  the Bible in his
hvmn.  Thev  a re :

G e n e s i s  1 :  1 - 2

P s a l m  2 4 : 1

Mat thew 10 :29-31
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